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The �rst Zona salon 
was in Sicily, decades 
ago. Today, it’s a 
South Shore institu-
tion, with the third 
generation of the 
family opening a 
salon in Hingham 
later this month.

Formerly the Andrew 
Zona Studio, the new 
digs will just be 
named Zona, because 
the enterprise is a 
joint one between 
Andrew, his brother, 
Frank, and sister, 
Maria.

The road to this point hasn’t been a straight one for the 
siblings – a marriage and pending divorce interfered – but 
this working relationship probably was inevitable due to 
their grandfather in Italy, who had a hair salon there and 
later – having immigrated to the U.S. and Quincy – 
instilled in his son, also Frank, a love for the profession. 
That love Frank later passed on to his own children, 
through training and some heavy-duty encouragement.

Theirs isn’t just a story of children following in their 
father’s and grandfather’s footsteps. It’s more a story of a 
continued legacy as the Zona name is familiar name in 
these parts. Not only was their mother, Hedda, a well-
known artist, but there are many women of a certain age 
who can remember the elder Frank’s invention for cutting 
hair. In the ’50s, he rigged up a heat lamp that would be 
drying hair as he was cutting it. This technique laid the 
foundation for the way hair is cut today.

The younger Frank, now 46, was the �rst to go into the 
business. In 1988, he started a corporation and opened a 
salon in Pembroke. Six years later he moved to Queen 
Anne’s Corner in Norwell “because 30,000 cars a day could 
see my sign.”

Andrew, 42, eventually joined the operation and 

remained with Frank until the mid-’90s, when he 
married and opened his own salon, in Hingham Square.

With his new wife Christina’s encouragement, Andrew 
began to carry several lines of high-end hair products 
and remodeled the �oor over the shop to accommodate 
spa services. In addition, he opened a second location at 
the Derby Street Shoppes in South Hingham.

But while Andrew was building a strong following, his 
marriage was unraveling. He closed the South Street 
location and Christina took over the Derby Street salon. 
At that point he rejoined Frank in Norwell.

Maria, 47, for a time had a gift shop in Hingham Square, 
but for the past nine years she has managed the Zona 
salon in Norwell. She will manage the new location.

A�ectionate with one another and respectful of each 
other’s talents, the brothers and sister are clear about 
their individual responsibilities.

While Maria administers the shops, the brothers will 
handle other aspects of the business besides hairdress-
ing.

“I work on the brand,” explained Frank, to distinguish 
Zona from other hair salons.

“Andrew is a wonderful teacher,” said Frank, a role the 
younger brother enjoys and will perform every Monday, 
when Hingham shop will be closed and transformed 
into a classroom.

In all, the business has 26 employees, 16 of whom are 
hairstylists who will rotate between the two shops. The 
three Zonas will go back and forth, as well, because the 
goal is to provide the same experience for their clients 
at both locations.

Summed up Frank: “We will be one team and one 
culture.”
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Frank and Maria Zona stand inside the space 
that is being renovated and will become Zona 
salon. It is scheduled to open later this month. 


